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Bait
Taking 

        the 

If y
ou’re a fan of fishing, M

isso
uri’s

 the sta
te for you! M

ore 

than 24 kinds of game fish sw
im in the Show-Me State’s p

onds, 

lakes and riv
ers. 

Most w
ill b

ite on a variety of baits,
 but so

me lures 

work bette
r th

an others f
or sp

ecific fish. Test y
our angling IQ

 by drawing a 

line fro
m the fish to the lure that’s b

est u
sed to catch it. 

Read the clues fo
r help.

Largemouth bass
Little fish wig out when I stick 

out my big mouth 
to pig out.

            Smallmouth bass
Crawdad claws don’t cramp my craw. 
      I can munch mudbugs all day.

Bluegill
     Bait must wriggle and 
         squirm to make 
          me turn.

White crappie
Because it’s dark down deep where I 
creep, a bright lure is the right 
lure for me.

Rainbow trout
Flies don’t bug me. 

In fact, I love ‘em—for lunch.

                  Channel catfish
Dirt gives a murk to the water where I lurk, 

                         so I prefer bait I can smell.

Want to see how you rate at matching the fish to its bait? We’ll illustrate. Just relocate to www.xplormo.org/node/13898.

Fish illustrations by Joseph R. Tomelleri
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